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Forms!{frmclients]! [Surname] JControlSource

" You might have noticed the use of a dot operaror for propertics, unlike the bang used for ob-

ject names. Although Access sometimes accepis the wrong operator, use the bang for any ob-
ject that you name, and use the dot for any built-in system names such as properties.

L. eeo____Asyoucan nodoubt imagine, object references can become quite lengehy. Ie was with this in
| mind that you were warned in an caclier chapter against MONSIIOUS DAMES that requite typing

things such as the following;

Formsl [Ny main form for entering new clients]
w ] [Street Humber and Street Name] .EnterKeyBeshavior

Forounartely, it is not necessary 1o use the full syntax to refec to another control within the same
form. For example, if you want to create 2 textbox to display course 201 from department PSY
25 PSY201, you could add 2 text box to the same form and simply set its ControlSource to the
follewing:

=[Department i) & [CourselD]

MNote the initial =. Whenever you want to set one control equal to another, the equal sign must
be included at the beginning of the ControlSource property.

[n version one, only a very fes propertics such as visiole and Enabled could be modified while
2 form was in use. Now, only a few properties cannot be modified in use. This neans you are
able to change almost anything about a form or its controls in response to the data they con-
tain or the way they ate being used: fonts, sizes, colors, formarts, content, behavior, visibiliy,
editzbility, sorting, filtering, and even what a user is permicted to do pext.

How to Refer to Controls on Subforms

Open any form in Design view, andt if it contains a subform, you will see 2 white arca where
the child form’s data is to be displayed. This area s a subform control, with propesties of s
own just like a text box or other control. For example, hiding the subform control could be
accomplished with che following:

forms! [frmilients]! fFrmMySub] Wisihle = NOo

The subform noEI_dH. contzins a child form when the form is in use. However, the subform
control is not the same thing as the child form. The subform control has a Form property that
you must Use to refer 1o the child form, as follows:

Forms! [frmClients] L[ FrmiySub] .Form -
You can then refer oo 2 control within the subform, as follows:

Forms![frmGlients]] [frmMySub] .Form! [MyControl]

- fustrates the case where a subform contains a control called CountSrudents, which is th -
3+ € ocounet

~ property of the subform control,

Most Access programmers for
get Form more than once before it beco:
member that you do not have a reference to the subform itself until EHM%H“W@W»MEN ._uﬁms
e . Form

Y .
ou now know how to bring a toral from a subform back onto the main form Figure 13.1

f records i
of records in the subform. A control on the main form displays the count as Number Enrolled

) with a text box bound to the expression:

- [ frmCourseEnrolmentsSub) .Formt {CountStudents]
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control 2 a subform.

Figure 13.1.
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When working withi i

¥ e HTW m”.w withina mnrm:.Eu.n can also be handy to refer to the parent form withour havi

1 type e &H:EH or even without knowing the parent form’s name. To do thi e
rent property. All controls have a parent, and in most cases, the parent is the form M,_HHMM”m

kins the control. For example, if yo ine i
‘ma._w vou can refer to the EW?W#WE #re working in & subform with  coateol named Quan-

Hnrm:ﬂn_____ .Parent
p.m...._ the main form as
lduantity].Parant ._um_..m_._k_.,‘

_‘.Ermnanmnﬂrﬂn references wi

: will become dlear i .

& e e clear in the following chap .

| ﬂ the Parent property is a useful way of going back up the hiera _._nrmn_.m_n&. cm_uﬂnﬁunﬁ Justote

tree,
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:_._oé to Refer to Controls on Reports

The syncax for reports is dendcal to that for forms, except that the collection of open reports
=

—.——H_E is called Reports. If a report called rptSurvey is currently open, it is referenced as follows:

Reports![ rpisurvey]
The control called HighestPeak is

Reports [ rptSurvey]t {HighestPeak]

A subreport control has a Report propetry that can be used to refer to the subreport it contains,
as Follows:

Reports! frptSurveyl. Report! [MySub]
Properties are also referenced in the same way:
Reports! [ rptSurvey ]! [Repa rtDate].¥isible

naming i ither pops up a dialog
i i etimes be hard to irace. The reporter

A kin ﬁmwﬁ“n“ “MWMMQN%MMH%RH. or 2 vontrol &mﬁﬁa #name?. Although .“rHMMm prob-
W&Mﬁﬁ% equally to forms, they tend to occur mote often with repores. Here are some sugges-
tions that might help.
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i calculated field? For example, if your report
i an aggregawe function on 2 : TP
bﬁ“wmﬂoﬂﬁmn“m:m“ AMMWEH and UnitPrice, you BWJM n&nﬂu an .Wﬁmﬂmﬂwﬁ ....NM.“H mMan_ E_M
oo i * itPrice]. This works fing, but L yo .
o EMEMMQMH ﬁﬁwcﬁﬁﬁwmﬂmhnnwwniﬁa field. The solution _m =8 H._Hn_n”n “”M M_H:H |
MHHM& MnE in _..rn_cbmn_._..abm querys if it exists in the query, the report wi € no p .
totaling the field.

iguity i ' field is present in the query feeding a re-
b in the control’s Name. If a felals Bat
e Eﬂ“ MMEﬁH report, you can still refer to it using the same syntax as .__M_M_HMHE
m.onﬁ”“ HM” example, even if the SurveyID ficld is noc used on the repert, you can s
COa B
the data in the field as follows:

© TT'Rapartsl[rptSurvey]! [SurveylD

enced by the same sy

both have the same name, and both are referencs =

H%m GMMMWMMM% M—M mH.“.EmM”. Generally, this is not a problem because the two valucs -
ere ¢

be identical. Why would they be different?

st includes Sur- -
Consider this situation. You allow a report wizard to create a tabular listing thatim

ficlds. -
ame and FirstNam 1 Is with the same name 25 the figlds. i
i Gelds. The wizard names these contre . "
Mm yo ﬁﬁ_mﬂm ine th n-.nm&ﬁ you decide the report would look beteer if the names Were coltt
ki nmﬁ ﬂMMHmM the m@n“unm control and alter the GontrolSource for the first oneas follows
ined, so yo ;

"_“m.m._ﬂ.:m.ﬂ_m._ & -u ‘& m—u.m.ﬂm.ﬁzgﬁ—
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You now have a control with the same name as a field but bound o something different. Sooner
or larer this problem will catch you, untess you always remember to rename a field when you
. change irs Gontroisource. Alternatively, follow the practice of always using a different name
for the contrel so that the ambiguity can never occur. The problem illustrates why many pro-

. fessional Access programmers consider it worth the effort to use a naming convention such as -
Leszynski/Reddick ro differentiate between objects. ‘

How to Refer to Data 5 a Table o

Quire frequently, you will need to refer to data seored in a table that is not included in a form

~ or report’s RecordSource. This is accomplished by creating a texr box ro display the result and —.—g

E.quwnnrnnx:_u:m.._hnn,o:mnmmnnzqﬁmazwnm.mmnrman you move o the next record,
DLockup{} provides the appropriate daca in the text box.

The bLookup() fuaction expects three arguuments inside the brackets. Think of them as follows:
Look up the. . field, from the... tuable, where. .. .

Each of these argumencs must be placed in quotation marks and separated by commas. The
technique itselfis straightformard, but itis complicated by the need to embed quotes with quotes.

Imagine that you have a CompanyID such as 874, and you need to print the company name
on a repoft. Filling in the blanks in the previous expression, you have the following:

Laok up the CompanyName field from whe thlCompany suble, where
CompanyiD = 874

Te achieve this, the text box on your report will have a controlsource of

=MLockup( " CompanyName® , "thiCompany", *CompanyID = 874"}

You probably won’twant the name of Company 874 printed for every record. It is more likely

that the 874 will be in a control such as CompanylD. Using an ampersand to concatenate the

carrent value of the CompanyID field to the Where clause, this translates ro

. nm.__..nc_n:_:.noaﬁmzwzmam._ "tblCompany”, “CompanyID = * & [CompanyI0] )

 This technique can even be used to look up another record in the same table, When breeding

aimals for example, it is usual to have a field for SireID and another
the primary key values for the sire and dam from the same table. To

parents on a farm, two text boxes are added with their contrelSource bound o DLookup( )
Spressions a5 follows:

for DamiD, containing

*OlookUp("Mame" , *thlHorses®,"I0 = ° & [5ireID]]

The result will Took like Figure 13.2, (Mote the consistent use of a

different background color
for fields the user cannot edit.)

display the names of thy — ———-—-—
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